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The big
winter
question:

What kind
of snow
tire?
RIGHT: Brandon Houdashelt, a tire technician
with Tire-Rama in Livingston, retrieves some
tires from the business’s warehouse
on Monday afternoon.
Enterprise photos by
Hunter D’Antuono

By Thomas Watson
Enterprise Staff writer

W

inter is coming. With
snowy weather just around
the corner, now is the time
for drivers to prepare their
cars for the season.
One of the biggest challenges to getting your car ready is picking the
appropriate snow tires for it. A few
local experts gave their advice on
what to look for when purchasing a
set.
Leith Price, manager at Tire-Rama
since June who has been with the company for over 11 years, said the most
important factor in determining which
snow tires are the best is technology.
“As far as snow tires go, you have
two types — studdable and true studless,” said Price. “One thing I would
really look at is technology. How new
is that tire? Not a lot of technology is

going into studded tires anymore
because most states have outlawed
them. Most technology is going into
studless snow tires. Not to say there
aren’t new studdable tires coming out,
but majority-wise, that is the way
snow tires are going.”
Shane Fairchild, who has owned All
Service Tire and Alignment in Livingston for the last 20 years with his brother Terry, seconded that technology is
the most important factor.
“There is a lot of technology going
into snow tires these days,” Fairchild
said. “The biggest thing, though, is

RIGHT: A directional, studless snow
tire is pictured at All Service Tire &
Alignment in Livingston,
Monday afternoon.

See Snow tires, Page 7
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Livingston’s newest

MAINTENANCE
CENTER

- Stop in and check out everything we have to offer We specialize in

• Transmission and Transfer Case Repair
both Manual and Auto
• Diesel Repair and Performance
• General Automotive Repair
and Maintenance
both Foreign and Domestic
We Also Provide These
Services:

• General Repair • Tune-Ups • Brakes
• Air Conditioning • Clutches
• Charging Problems • Drive Shafts
• U-Joints • Ball Joints • RV Repair
• Steering Components & Alignments
• Shuttle Service • Rear Differentials
• Block Heaters • Detailing
• After Market Warranty

Diesel Performance
Services:

Call us to schedule a

FREE 60 POINT
WINTER
COURTESY
INSPECTION

We are one of the largest distributors in
the Northwest for Diesel Performance
Packages.
See us for Ford, Chevy, Dodge also
turbos, injectors, chips and hand held
programmers.
We have a full line of gauges
and exhaust equipment.

LIVINGSTON’S BEST WARRANTY

2 year/24,000 mile warranty on most repairs
Our transmissions carry some of the best warrnties in
the industry - 3 to 5 years
and up to 50,000 miles nationwide

306 So. 12th Street • Livingston
406-222-3992
Aden McDonnell
Visit our website: automatictransmission.mechanicnet.com
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ABOVE AND ON THE COVER: Livingston resident Dick Payne Jr. is pictured outside his shop and in his yard with the hot rod he built with parts of cars ranging in
years from 1926 to 1973.

He built it ‘one piece at a time’
After saving parts for decades, local man builds dream hot rod
I got it one piece at a time
And it didn’t cost me a dime
You’ll know it’s me when I come
through your town
I’m gonna ride around in style
I’m gonna drive everybody wild
’Cause I’ll have the only one there is
around.
— From “One Piece at a Time”
by Wayne Kemp,
recorded by Johnny Cash

T

he song “One Piece at Time,”
made famous by Johnny
Cash’s 1976 recording, is a
perfect description of Livingston resident Dick Payne
Jr.’s hot rod.
Payne, 62, is a retired metal fabricator and welder for Montana Rail Link.
He applied these skills, as well as his
extensive his mechanical ones, to ful-

filling a dream he’s had since his teen
years: building a hot rod.
Like the song, Payne built it “one
piece at a time,” and because of its
Story and photos by
Dwight Harriman
of The Enterprise
unique components, it indeed is “the
only one there is around.”
“It was something I’d wanted to
build since I was in high school,”
Payne said on a recent sunny afternoon outside his home-side shop in the
Five Acre Tracts.
He saved parts and pieces he came
across for the hot rod since his days at
Park High School, from which he
graduated in 1972.
“You never know really what you’re

going to have until you finish it,” he
said.
Finally, decades later on Dec. 1,
2002, he went to work building his
dream.

Putting the pieces together

Payne started with an empty frame
from a 1928 Model A Ford that stared
up at him from blocks in his shop. He
sandblasted the frame as his first
act.
Next, he cut the front cross member
out and built his own.
The front axle he got from a 1947
Lincoln.
The front spring came from a 1936
Ford.
At the rear of the vehicle, Payne cut
that cross member out and put a Model T cross member in its place.
The rear spring came from a Model T.

Next, several components came
from a 1951 Ford pickup that was
originally a Sweet Grass Country vehicle: the rear axle, the engine — a flathead V8 — and the radiator. Payne
actually still has that 1951, one of his
prized old cars.
While the engine came from the ’51
Ford, several external components on
it came from a 1949 Ford that had
served as a Montana Highway Patrol
car — high-compression heads, the
intake manifold, two Stromberg 97
carburetors and the intake filter.
OK, so far so good. But what about
the body?
That came from a four-door 1926
Model T that Payne chopped down to a
two-door.

See Hot rod, Page 10
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Snow tires, from Page 3

Tom Relkford, a tire technician with All Service Tire & Alignment, rolls a tire
through the shop, Monday afternoon.

your conditions and what your going
to be driving to get a tire suited to you
personally.”
Price said one question to ask when
considering technology is, “how is new
the tread design?”
“If that tread design is something
that came out 20 years ago, there is
probably something way better out
there,” he said.
Before picking between studdable
and studless snow tires, Price said
understanding the purpose of your
snow tires will go a long way in determining which style to get.
“What’s your concern — is it deep
snow or is it ice? Some tires would do
way better on ice but can’t dig through
the deep snow,” Price explained. “That
usually comes from the aggressiveness in the voids in the rubber. The
more spacing between lugs, the more
they’re going to clean out and you can
do better in deep snow to dig, but you
aren’t going to have as much rubber
touching to the ground to help you
stick to ice.
“Everybody is always like, ‘I want
better traction’ Well, on what?
Because you aren’t going to get the
best of everything. So you have to figure out what your main concern is …
If it’s doing the interstate and it is ice
that is your concern, you might want
to look at a good studless snow tire
with pretty small voids so you have a

lot of rubber-to-road contact. If you
live up a mountain road that is dirt
and deep snow, you might want a
studdable tire with big voids in it. It’s
hard to do, but you have to figure out
your biggest concern of what you’re
wanting to better.”
For drivers whose biggest concerns
are getting over the Bozeman Pass
during the winter, Fairchild suggested
a studless compound.
If you decide that a newer or more
advanced studless tire is what you
want, there are a number of factors to
still consider.
There are studless tires that are
designed to go at high speeds to get
the most out of your car even in the
winter. Those performance snow tires
come with a high price, though, and
most consumers aren’t looking to
drive faster than the conditions allow.
Even when going for a run-of-themill, nonperformance snow tire, there
are different tread designs to consider.
“There are some small differentiations … inside the studless group,”
Price said. “There are directional,
asymmetrical and standard, are the
three types of tread design. Each one
has pros and cons. Usually you can get
a pamphlet or something for the tires,
and it will have all three side-by-side …

See Snow tires, Page 9

Don’t Let Winter
Catch You Napping!
Come in Today
for Your Winter
Check-up!
MOTORVAC®
CARBONCLEAN
SERVICE

The Complete
Fuel System Service
for your fuel injected
cars & trucks

Danna Lawellin

Alice Senter

Annemarie Quinto

Milee Morrison

Larry’s Foreign
Car Repair
222-6855

1317 E. Callender (Corner of O and Callender streets)

•
Big savings
for safe
Big
savings
drivers.
for safe
drivers.
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Dean Hendrickson, Agent
224 W Lewis
Livingston, MT 59047
Bus: 406-222-2250
dean.hendrickson.b615@statefarm.com
Dean Hendrickson, Agent
224 W Lewis
Livingston, MT 59047
Bus: 406-222-2250
dean.hendrickson.b615@statefarm.com
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Get a discount up to 50%.
I can help lower your premium
through Drive Safe & Save™.
Get to a better State®.
GetState
a discount
Get
Farm. up to 50%.
CALL
ME
TODAY.
I can help lower your premium
through Drive Safe & Save™.
Get to a better State®.
Get State Farm.
CALL ME TODAY.

State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company
State Farm Indemnity Company, Bloomington, IL

2001 Ford F-250 SD
XLT Crew Cab
4x4, 5.4L V8, auto,
161,775 mi.

$

7,900

2002 Ford Excursion
XLT PREMIUM
4x4, 6.8L V10, auto,
119,700 mi.

$

11,900

2004 Chevrolet
Tahoe LT
4x4; 5.3L V8, auto,
178,620 mi.

1301900

State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company
State Farm Indemnity Company, Bloomington, IL

$

7,900

2003 Honda
Pilot EX

2005 Ford F-150
King Ranch

3.5L V6, auto,
155,492 mi.

Super Crew 4x4; 5.4L V6,
auto, 153,231 mi.

2006 Ford F-150
Supercab STX

2007 Subaru
Legacy Wagon

$

6,900

$

12,900

4.6L V8, auto,
104,418 mi.

Special Edition, 2.5L,
auto, 101,793 mi.

2007 Chevrolet
Tahoe LTZ

2007 Chevrolet
Suburban LT2 1500

$

11,900

4x4, 5.3L V8, auto,
142,361 mi.

$

18,750

$

9,900

4x4, 5.3L V8, auto,
100,274 mi.

$

18,900

Owned & Operated by Monte & Darla Payette

1998 Chevrolet
Tahoe LT

2-Door, 4x4, 5.7L V8, auto,
185,681 mi.

$

4,900

1994 Toyota Land
Cruiser
4x4, 4.5L L6, auto,
175,910 mi.

$

9,900

2006 Jeep Liberty
Sport
4x4, 3.7L V6, auto,
124,293 mi.

$

6,900

• Tune Ups • Cummins Diesel Repair
• Automatic/Manual Transmission Service & Repair
• ASE Certified
Call or stop by for an appointment ~ Open Mon-Thurs 7-6

316 1/2 South B Street • 222-3426
— behind Granite Sports Medicine —

1 West End Rd. (just north of I-90 Exit 330)
www.rpmotorsales.com
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Snow tires, from Page 7

ABOVE: Shane Fairchild, of Livingston’s All Service Tire & Alignment, shows a
studded snow tire, Monday afternoon.
RIGHT: An asymmetrical snow tire is pictured at All Service Tire & Alignment,
Monday afternoon. Fairchild said the design, which represents some of the
latest in snow tire technology, saves on gas mileage.
depending on what your vehicle is, you might not
have options. Figuring out your driving needs and
your vehicles needs (is the most important part) to
figuring out which tires to go with, and usually your
salesman should be well enough educated to point
you in the right direction.”
Fairchild is a fan of directional treads but also
talked about the benefits of other treads.

“Directionals definitely give you a better traction,” he said. “The only downfall on directionals is
that you can’t really rotate them. If you have a wear
problem, it follows the tire around. That’s the only
downfall. As far as traction, it is a huge improvement, but longevity-wise, if you have a wear problem, that can affect you.
“The asymmetrical tries to put all things in one

ALL SERVICE TIRE
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

& Alignment, Inc.

Brakes
Struts
Shocks
Exhaust
Alignments
Oil Changes
Farm Service

d

618 East Park

222-0994

Before the snow
flakes fall.
That’s the time for winter car care.

Check the articles and the advertisements in this special section
for tips on getting your vehicle ready for the challenging driving conditions
during the winter months.

f

tire. You have different styles of driving in one
tread design. They are trying to cover all bases.
Standard tread for all seasons, there are so many
designs inside of that (grouping), it goes back to
what you are doing with the tires. The options are
endless anymore on tires. That’s why its really
important to figure out what you are doing with the
tire before you buy it.”

❆

Stop By & See Our New Location:
1629 West Park Street

❆

Total Replacement &
Rock Chip Repairs

❆

• Insurance Approved

Budget Auto Glass
Office: 406-222-6006

Cell: 406-223-6006

Jim Floyd

Complete
Automotive
RepAiR
• Oil Changes to Overhauls
• Machine Work • Air Conditioning
• Radiator Repair • Recores & New Radiators
• Automotive Detailing
• Snowmobile Repair – Specializing in Ski Doo

PARKER
Repair & Radiator Service

Dealer

406-222-3166 • 115 North M St. • Livingston
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Hot rod, from Page 5
The fenders and running boards came from a 1925 Model T.
The radiator shell came from a 1934 Ford pickup.
He put in an automatic transmission, steering box and steering column from a 1973 Ford Maverick, Payne said with a
laugh.
The pickup box in the back Payne built himself to look like a
Model A pickup box, but shorter at 32 inches. It includes a tailgate from a Model A pickup.
Interestingly, the front windshield didn’t come from an old
car. Payne got it from Nevin’s House of Glass, after he’d built a
frame for it. He said one of the biggest challenges of the hot
rod project was shaping and installing the frame.
“So, yeah, it’s a Johnny Cash song,” he said as he pointed out
the various components of his hot rod.
How did he decide what parts went where, and how did he get
all the pieces to fit together?
“A lot of measuring,” Payne quipped.
He said that on some days, he would “sip on a couple of
beers” pondering what went where, “and all of a sudden decide,
‘I’m gonna do it.’”
He built the whole thing, with parts from cars ranging from
1926 to 1973.

Aooga!

“I actually had more fun building the car than I’ve had driving it,” he said.
But he certainly enjoys driving it. He said he and his wife
like cruising the downtown Livingston streets that formed the
drag strip he and other high school kids drove back in the day.
He gets a lot of smiles, especially when he hits the “Aooga!”
horn.
“I’m always getting thumbs up,” Payne said.
A true hot rodder, Payne said still has more things he wants
to do on the car.

‘Hot Rod Lincoln’ connection

Shown is a close-up view of Dick Payne’s hot rod engine. Note the dual Stromberg 97 carburetors and the plate on the head with the words “Flatheads Forever” that Payne fashioned.

Payne has several other cars he cherishes that he’s worked on

BREAK
DOWN

Keep Up On Maintenance Of Your Vehicle
For This Winter Season:

• Oil Changes On Due Dates
• Tire Pressure Is Correct
• Check Your Battery
• Check Your Coolant
• Fill Your Windshield Washer Reservoir With High Quality
No “Freeze” Fluid
• Verify Floor Mat Installation To Prevent Pedal Interference
• Inspect Your Tires
• Check Age Of The Tires
• Know Your Car
• Plan Travel And Route
• Stock Your Vehicle
• Check Windshield Wipers And Defrosters

ENTERPRISE


t

h e

l

i v i n g s t o n



NEXT EXIT

There Are No Signs
For A Breakdown.

401 S. Main St. • P.O. Box 2000 • Livingston, MT 59047
222-2000 • 1-800-345-8412 • Fax: (406) 222-8580
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FAR LEFT: A view
from the driver’s
seat of Payne’s hot
rod. LEFT: The back
box of the hot
rod, with the gas
tank behind the
driver’s seat.
BELOW MIDDLE:
Shots of other
prized cars Payne
has, from left — a
1937 Lincoln Zephyr, the 1946 Ford
sedan his father
gave him for his
16th birthday, and
the 1951 Ford.

extensively. At the top of the list is a
1946 Ford two-door sedan that his
father, Dick Sr., gave him for his
16th birthday. Then there is his 1937
Lincoln Zephyr and that 1951 Ford
pickup.
Payne’s father is a master rebuilder himself. He restored four Lincoln
Zephyrs, including the one Dick
owns. (That Zephyr actually had to
be restored twice — once by Dick
Sr. and another time by Dick Jr.
after it was damaged in a fire.)
Speaking of Lincolns, Payne has a
connection to another car song, “Hot
Rod Lincoln,” written by Charles
“Charlie” Ryan in the mid-1950s and
which saw several reincarnations
with other bands later on.
Payne said his family knew Ryan,
who is from Great Falls, and that
Ryan asked his uncle Lee to build
him a hot rod Lincoln to fit the
description of the one in the hit melody.
Lee didn’t have time, Payne said,
but he directed Ryan to Dick Sr.,
who, with Ryan’s help, built the hot
rod Lincoln in 1960. But that’s a story for another day.
Meanwhile, Payne is enjoying his
built-one-piece-at-a-time hot rod.
“There’s only one of a kind,” he
said, looking at the car. “Here it is.”

LEFT: In this 1992
photo, Dick Payne
Jr., right, is pictured with songwriter Charles
“Charlie” Ryan,
who wrote the
song “Hot Rod
Lincoln.” Behind
them is the hot
rod Lincoln that
Dick’s father, Dick
Payne Sr., built
with Ryan to
match the car in
the song. They
built the hot rod
in 1960, and in
this photo, Ryan
had swung by for
a visit with the
Lincoln.
Photo courtesy of
Dick Payne Jr.
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222-0214
908 E. Park St. • Livingston
frank@oconnorautobody.com

Frank
Owner

Steven

Manager

• WINTER DRIVING GUIDE • 2015

Frank O'Connor
–Owner–

Quality parts, accessories, paints,
tools and supplies.
complete line for cars, trucks,
imports and farm eQuipment.

